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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS
PRINCE MAHIDOL OF SONGKIA

%rn to make the world a better place

Hiz Royal Highness Prince Mahidol of Songkla was born on
Japuary 1, 1852, a son of Their Majesties King Chulalongkorn
and Queen Savang Vadhana. He received his education at
Harrow, the renowned English public school, and then in
Germany, initially at the Royal Prussian Military Preparatory
College in Potsdam, which offered courses in the humanities
and sciences in addition to military science. This formal
liberal schooling the Prince bolstered with concerted self-
education and constant trips to museums to form the
intellectual and philosophical traits that henceforth marked
his character.

Prince Mahidol subsequently spent two vears at the Imperial
Military Academy at Gross Lichterfelde in Berlin, and in 1912
entered the Nurwik Imperial
German MNaval Academy at
Flensbourg, earning a
commission as a lieutenant
in the Imperial German
Mavy. That same year His
Majesty King Vajiravudh
commissioned him as a
lieutenant in the Royal Thai
Mavy. Prince Mahidal
completed his naval studies
and returned to Thailand at the outbreak of World War I,

After a year of service in the Thai Mavy he resigned, with the King's permission,
to pursue a civilian career. It was both the decisive turning point in his personal
life and a momentous national event, signalling the start of a lifetime of lasting
contributions te the advancement of higher education, especially in the fields
of basic sciences, public health, medicine, nursing and medical research.

T'he Father of Thai Modern Medicine
and Public Health

Prince Mahidol had witnessed a dire need to improve the standards of medical
practitioners - and public health in general - in what was then still called Siam. He
strongly believed that sound public health was an essential factor in national
development. One of his primary tasks was to lay a solid foundation for teaching
basic sciences, which the Prince pursued through all necessary measures, These
included the provisien of a considerable sum of his own money to fund
scholarships for six talented students to study physics, chemistry and biology in
England, Upon their return, these students formed the core of the country's first
qualified science teaching staff. Once this programme was well established,
education in the other applied sciences was upgraded. Here, Prince Mahidal
placed special emphasis on medical education, public health, nursing and
medical research. His initiative and dedication had a remarkable impact on the
improvement of madern medicine and public health, so much so that he was
subsequently honoured with the titles "Father of Modern Medicine” and "Father of
Public Health" in Thailand.







